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Studying Biology
With an emphasis on human biology, the Cambridge IGCSE Biology syllabus helps learners to understand the 
technological world in which they live, and take an informed interest in science and scientific developments. Learners 
gain an understanding of the basic principles of biology through a mix of theoretical and practical studies. They also 
develop an understanding of the scientific skills essential for further study.
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THREE - Written Papers
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What will I learn?
During IGCSE Biology you will cover the  
following topics:

• The organisation, characteristics and classification 
of living organisms including the movement of 
substances in and out of cells, biological molecules 
and enzymes 

• Nutrition, transport and coordination in plants
• Nutrition, gas exchange, respiration, excretion, 

coordination and reproduction in humans
• Disease, immunity and drugs and how they  

affect humans
• Inheritance, variation and selection in nature

What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
Triple Award Biologists and good Double award candidates are encouraged to study sixth form Biology if they are 
interested and motivated to do so. All IGCSE science candidates, including Combined Science, have scientific study as 
part of their education, which, alongside numeracy and literacy, is a good preparation for life beyond the classroom and 
includes knowledge and skills that future employers will be looking for.

How will I be assessed?
Triple Award candidates sit two Extended papers and 
an Alternative to Practical paper in each of the three 
sciences (nine papers in total) 

Paper 2 
45 minutes – multiple-choice paper consisting of 40 items 
of the four-choice type.  

Paper 4 
1 hour and 15 minutes – written paper consisting of short-
answer and structured questions.  

Paper 6 
1 hour – Alternative to Practical. A written paper assessing 
practical skills.




