
Learning & Development 
 
The statutory early learning goals establish expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS.  By the age 
of five, some children will have exceeded the goals.  Other children, depending on their individual needs, will be working 
towards some or all of the goals – particularly some younger children, some children with learning difficulties and 
disability, and some learning English as an additional language. 
 
We look carefully at the children in our care, consider their needs, their interests, and their stages of development and 
use all this information to help plan a challenging and enjoyable experience. 
 
At Rossall Nursery School the curriculum is carefully planned, following the Early Years Foundation Stage Principles 
and the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme. 
 
Activities and experiences for the two to five year olds are planned with the areas of learning and development as specified 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.  There are seven areas of learning and development, three areas are 
particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, 
form relationships and thrive.  These three areas, the prime areas, are:- 
 
Communication and language 
Physical development 
Personal, social and emotional development 
 
There are also four specific areas, through with the three prime areas are strengthened and applied.  The specific areas 
are:- 
 
Literacy 
Mathematics 
Understanding the world 
Expressive arts and design 
 
Assessment 
 
We believe that all effective assessment involves analysing and reviewing what you know about each child’s development 
and learning.  We can then make informed decisions about the child’s progress and plan next steps to meet their 
development and learning needs.  This is called assessment for learning. 
 

 Formative assessment is a type of assessment based on observations, photographs, video, things children have 
made or drawn and information from parents.  We use this to inform our everyday planning. 

 Summative assessment is a summary of all the formative assessment done over a long period and makes statements 
about the child’s achievements, such as our termly reports and the EYFS profile we complete at the end of the 
EYFS. 

 
We use the EYFS Profile scales (eProfile) to help us assess children’s development.  We undertake the EYFS Profile for 
all children of an appropriate age and assess them through observational assessment against the 17 scales and report 17 
scores for each child. 
 
The Common Assessment Framework (CAF) enables effective communication between various agencies involved with 
children who have additional needs, or a child about whom there are concerns.  We use this alongside our formative and 
summative assessment. 
 
Provision of the EYFS 
 
The following are key issues which are paramount to successful delivery of the EYFS and meeting children’s needs:- 
 

 Meeting the diverse needs of children.  Meeting the individual needs of all children lies at the heart of the 
EYFS.  We deliver personalised learning, development and care to help to help children to get the best possible 
start in life.  We promote positive attitudes to diversity and difference within all children. 

 
 Partnership working.  All early years practitioners have a key role to play in working with parents to support 

their young children.  We identify learning needs and responding quickly to any difficulties.  We work together 
with professionals from other agencies to identify needs and provide the best learning opportunities for children.  



Regular information is provided about activities undertaken by the children; for example, through wall displays, 
photographs and Parent Liaison books. 

 
 Flexible provision.  For any children that attend more than one setting, we ensure effective continuity and 

progression by sharing relevant information with each other and parents.  We also take into account the differing 
needs of individual children within the setting and tailor our approach to each child’s needs. 

 
 Play underpins all learning and development for young children.  Children have opportunities to play indoors 

and outdoors.  We provide well-planned experiences based on children’s spontaneous play to support young 
children to learn with enjoyment and challenge.  We ensure a balance of child-initiated and adult-led play-based 
activities. 

 
 Quality improvement.  We continually look for ways to improve the quality of learning, development and 

care we offer.  To help us to provide high quality provision we employ well-qualified and experienced staff.  We 
also ensure our practice is inclusive and that our environment is safe and stimulating. 

 
 Transition, continuity and coherence.  A high quality experience provides a firm foundation on which to 

build future academic, social and emotional success.  Key to this is ensuring we provide continuity between all 
settings and that children’s social, emotional and educational needs are addressed appropriately.  Transition should 
be seen as a process, not an event, and should be planned for and discussed with children and parents.  We 
communicate information which will secure continuity of experience for the child between settings. 
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