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W E L C O M E

E X P A N D I N G  H O R I Z O N S

For many, a childhood by the sea is a dream; 

at Rossall, that dream becomes reality. Rossall 

is an exceptional school, rooted in its heritage 

yet innately dynamic, brimming with personality 

and excited about the future.



2 Expanding Hor izons

We are shaped by our coastal location 

and somehow infused with the sense of 

anticipation, curiosity and adventure 

that early explorers must have felt - 

where can we go? What will we find? 

How can we get there?

We are shaped by the wonderful 

architecture which creates a safe haven 

within its Cambridge-like quads, by the 

vast dining hall, atmospheric Chapel 

and beautiful rooms. These spaces 

create times and places for students and 

staff to come together, to give thanks, 

to perform, to talk, to praise, to debate, 

to enjoy each other’s company.

We are shaped by our expansive site 

and make full use of our 160 acres, 

particularly for outdoor activities 

and sport, from cross country 

running and CCF field exercises to 

golf practice and Ross-hockey on 

the beach. Our ponds, trees, marsh, 

grassland and dunes also provide 

unending scope for outdoor learning 

and discovery.

We are shaped too by the elements 

which sweep in directly from the 

Irish Sea; Rossall students (and 

staff !) quickly develop a cheerful 

resilience to whatever the weather 

throws at them. This then spills 

over into everything they do and 

manifests itself in an optimistic ‘can 

do’ approach - as well as the ability 

to play hockey in the foulest of 

conditions!

But above all, we are shaped by the 

great people, both staff and students, 

who live and work at Rossall. There 

is an indelible Rossall spirit that is 

cultivated here - warmth, courage, 

humour, empathy, resilience, curiosity 

and the ability to talk to anyone are 

some of its most prominent features! 

It is a compelling mix.

E X P A N D I N G  H O R I Z O N S

How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single 

moment before starting to improve the world.

A N N E  F R A N K

“

”
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Health and intellect are the two blessings of life.

M E N A N D E R ,  G R E E K  D R A M AT I S T

“

”
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True education is concerned not only with practical goals 

but also with values. Our aims assure us of our material 

life, our values make possible our spiritual life. 

L U D W I G  M I E S  V A N  D E R  R O H E
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O P E N I N G  M I N D S 

~

N E W  H O R I Z O N S

From our youngest learners in the Nursery to our 

International Baccalaureate and A Level students at 

the top of the school, our pupils are encouraged to be 

curious, to look beneath the surface and to ask questions.



Our teachers provide a brilliant balance 

of inspiration, care and deep subject 

knowledge to fire the imagination and 

ensure that our students have all the 

building blocks they need for success, 

not only at school and not only in the 

classroom, but also later on in life.  

We are proud of our students’ academic 

achievements and delighted that they 

achieve consistently above national and 

world averages in their examinations. 

Our teachers provide exceptional levels 

of support and students benefit greatly 

from the expert tuition and additional 

one to one sessions and clinics run 

by departments. Tailored support 

is also on hand for students with an 

additional learning need, such as 

dyslexia or dyscalculia. Academic work 

is monitored carefully with the help of 

the Form Tutor and progress 

is reported regularly to parents. 

We welcome and encourage contact 

from parents at any point if they 

have any questions about their child’s 

development. Students appreciate the 

support from teachers enormously 

and one recent leaver who had been 

at Rossall since Nursery described the 

pastoral care and academic support 

at Rossall as a ‘well-oiled machine’ - 

appropriately, he is heading off to study 

Automotive Design at university!

The joy of  

discovery is 

delicious.

S A R A H  J E F F E R S

“

”
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INQUIRERS 

KNOWLEDGEABLE 

THINKERS 

COMMUNICATORS 

PR INCIPLED

OPEN-MINDED 

CARING

RISK-TAKERS 

CREATIVE 

RESPECTFUL 

BALANCED 

REFLECTIVE

We deliver a broad and balanced curriculum 

with the principles of the International 

Baccalaureate learner profile at its heart.

 In the Nursery, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) learning goals. From the age of 3 to 11, we offer the IB 

Primary Years Programme (PYP). At age 16, students sit GCSE 

and iGCSE examinations, then students choose between the IB or  

A Level route in the Sixth Form. The IB principles run through 

our teaching and learning in every phase of the school and 

underpin a dynamic and enjoyable yet rigorous learning experience. 

IB students are encouraged to become:

Always be on the look out for the presence of wonder.

E LW Y N  B R O O K S  W H I T E

“

”



At Rossall, all subjects are equally 

valued - we want our students to have 

the freedom to experience a broad 

and balanced portfolio of subjects up 

to the age of sixteen so that they can 

make informed choices about their 

Sixth Form studies. We want our 

students to be able to pursue a career 

in whichever discipline they show 

the greatest talent and interest. It is 

therefore no surprise to see students 

taking up a wide variety of courses 

at top universities across the world in 

Astrophysics to Accountancy, Fine 

Art to French, Economics to Ecology 

and everything else in between.

One of the few dilemmas at Rossall 

is choosing between A Levels or 

IB in the Sixth Form. The A Level 

route is most suited to students who 

wish to specialise in three or four 

subjects, whilst the IB route suits 

students who wish to maintain a 

greater breadth of subjects, choosing 

six in total in addition to a Theory 

of Knowledge paper, an extended 

essay and community service. Both 

qualifications are very well respected 

by UK universities and the IB is 

the preferred route for most 

students wishing to progress to 

university overseas.

We have generous facilities to support 

our aims for excellence in teaching 

and learning, for example our spacious 

and airy art studios with a computer-

rich Graphics room, a dedicated 

Science Building, state of the art 

Design Technology Workshops, the 

Beecham Music School with its own 

practice organ, orchestra rehearsal 

room and Sibelius suite. Learning 

is further enhanced by a rich and 

diverse programme of outings, visits, 

trips and exchanges. That spirit of 

adventure abounds!
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You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. 

You can steer yourself any direction you choose.

D R  S E U S S

“

”
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We work hard and we play hard at Rossall! From Nursery 

onwards, there are opportunities to extend and enrich the day 

with music, sport, drama and a wealth of other activities.

N E W  E X P E R I E N C E S 

~

F R E S H  H O R I Z O N S
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We work hard and we play hard at Rossall! From Nursery 

onwards, there are opportunities to extend and enrich the day 

with music, sport, drama and a wealth of other activities.

N E W  E X P E R I E N C E S 

~

F R E S H  H O R I Z O N S
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Our students quickly become adept 

at managing their time and their 

commitments, establishing healthy 

habits and a positive work-life balance 

for the future - and, most importantly, 

they have a lot of fun. Activity slots 

are built in to and around the school 

day providing fabulous opportunities 

to develop team spirit, leadership skills 

and expertise.

Many students find an activity that 

really sparks a passion, others just love 

the opportunity to try something new. 

How wonderful to see one of our 

Chinese students who had never been 

within stroking distance of a horse 

prior to Rossall, build a genuine love 

of horseriding through his weekly 

visit to the local stables. Or to see one 

of our new Juniors counting down 

the number of sleeps until their next 

Hockey Club session. 

As a busy boarding and day school, 

there is always something to do - 

with friends, with classmates, with 

new people. And the scope of offer 

is deliberately diverse and adapts 

according to demand. Recent 

favourites have included model car 

racing, knitting club and golf for the 

Seniors, Judo, Art Attack or Modern 

Music Club at the Junior School 

and ballet in the Nursery. Outdoor 

pursuits are also greatly enjoyed 

through Forest School activities in 

the Nursery, residential adventure 

camps for our younger students, then 

CCF, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 

outdoor camps, field days and overseas 

expeditions as pupils progress through 

the Senior School and Sixth Form.

We are very proud of our choral 

tradition at Rossall and singing is a 

regular feature for everyone, whether 

as part of regular assemblies and 

Chapel, house singing competitions 

or as part of a choir, ensemble or 

rock band. Many of our students 

enjoy peripatetic music and vocal 

lessons, often working towards formal 

examinations or simply playing for 

pleasure. We have a rich variety of 

music groups, choirs and orchestras 

at all levels of the school. There are 

frequent opportunities to perform 

from informal occasions such as the 

Summer Serenade to larger scale stages 

in Manchester and Blackpool. Our 

Chapel Choir enjoys regular tours 

and has recently captivated audiences 

and congregations in York Minster, 

Westminster Abbey and Venice.

Drama brings real colour into the 

life of the school - from our Nursery 

Nativities to full-scale musical theatre 

productions, it is fair to say that most 

of our students adore being in the 

limelight! And how they sparkle… 

recent productions of The Snow Queen, 

The Wizard of Oz and an updated 

version of Shakespeare’s The Taming 

of the Shrew (re-written by Year 6!) 

have all been magnificent. With our 

beautiful Museum Theatre, Infant 

Hall, Big School stage, Chapel and 

Walkway Gallery we always have a 

perfect venue for our performers to 

enchant their audience.

We love our sport at Rossall! For the 

keen sportsmen and sportswomen, 

there are boundless opportunities to 

play sport at least once a day within 

curriculum, leisure or activity time. 

With expert coaching on hand, 

regular practice sessions and regular 

fixtures, enjoyment levels are high 

and skill levels can soar. For the 

less enthusiastic athletes, sport is 

unavoidable but does not have to be a 

daily activity. However, with a wide 

variety of new sports on offer such as 

climbing, golf, water polo, fives and 

wallball, most students find a sport to 

suit them. And even the most reluctant 

runners will find themselves taking 

part in the annual inter-house cross 

country run!

“

”

Creativity is intelligence having fun

A L B E R T  E I N S T E I N
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“

”

There is one spectacle grander than the sea, that is the 

sky; there is one spectacle grander than the sky,  

that is the interior of the soul. 

V I C TO R  H U G O
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G L O B A L  C I T I Z E N S 

~

F A R  H O R I Z O N S

“

”

Children are the living messages we send 

to a time we will not see.

N E I L  P O S T M A N
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The combination of UK day students 

and students from right across the 

world creates an exciting international 

dimension and an appreciation of 

diverse culture, religions and politics. 

And how fabulous to make friendships 

and connections with young people 

from every corner of the globe - 

networking and connection-building 

at its very best. 

It is wonderful to see our juniors 

starting their linguistic awareness with 

Mandarin and keen to perform songs 

and words at Blackpool’s Chinese 

New Year celebrations.

The linguistic journey continues 

through the Senior School with a 

rich variety of modern languages, 

colourful International Evenings 

organised by the students, the IB 

on offer in the Sixth Form and 

tremendous opportunities for overseas 

travel through trips, exchanges, 

tours and expeditions.

With nearly fifty different nationalities living and 

learning together at Rossall, we truly are a global village.
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C O M E  J O I N  U S 
B Y  T H E  S E A

Whether joining Rossall as a day or 

boarding pupil, you will be coming to a 

vibrant and happy community.

Our house system provides a great framework to our 

school; not only is the house a vehicle for inter-house 

competitions and friendly rivalry, but as students 

move up the school it is an anchor, a source of pride, 

an extended family and a true home away from 

home. All the basic needs are catered for, but in a 

most generous way - food is plentiful and delicious, 

we have an on-site Medical Centre, our houses are 

beautifully appointed and our houseparents and tutors 

are amazing - adept, knowledgeable and attuned to 

the needs of the young people in their care.

Rose WrenSpread Eagle

T H E  H O U S E  S Y S T E M

Anchor Dolphin Lugard PelicanMaltese Cross Mitre Fleur De Lys

Puffin

HeskethAssheton Clifton
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This world is but a canvas to our imagination.

T H O R E A U

“

”
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We offer a range of boarding options to suit the individual 

requirements of each family - and the boarding adventure can 

begin at age seven! Flexi-boarding appeals to students who are 

mainly day pupils but want to board occasionally, weekly boarding 

is ideal for students who want to be in school 24/7 Monday to 

Friday and full boarding delivers the whole boarding experience 

during term time. With our shuttle bus service from the airport, 

Sunday outings, Cleveleys High Street within walking distance, 

a tram stop outside the school and our superb on-site facilities, 

Rossall provides the most modern, well-organised and  

well-grounded boarding experience possible.

Take rest; a field that has rested gives a beautiful crop.

O V I D

“

”



The main entry points to Rossall are 

into the Nursery at the age of two or 

three, into the Junior School at age 

five or seven, into the Senior School 

at eleven or thirteen or into the 

Sixth Form at age sixteen. We also 

welcome applicants for entry at other 

points, if space permits.

International students have a number 

of exciting options at Rossall and 

they will be guided towards the most 

appropriate programme for them, 

depending on their age, previous 

experience, level of English and plans 

for the future. Many overseas students 

start at Rossall taking classes within 

the International Study Centre as a 

stepping stone to Sixth Form study. 

Students can also join the ISC when 

they are younger and then transfer 

into main school once they reach the 

required level of fluency. We also 

offer an intensive one year pre-IB 

or pre-A Level course leading to 

iGCSE qualifications. Naturally, we 

offer Sixth Form studies and students 

choose between the A Level or 

International Baccalaureate route.

We pride ourselves on speaking to 

all of our students before offering a 

place - only then can we truly know 

whether our prospective students 

have the potential to become fabulous 

Rossallians. We only offer a place 

if we believe that we are the right 

school - it is vital that all our students 

thrive and are very happy here.
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 If you haven’t learnt the meaning of friendship 

you haven’t really learnt anything.

M U H A M M A D  A L I

“

”
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E L A I N E  P U R V E S 

Head, Rossall School

Rossall is expert in developing the whole child, a concept which has 

been at the heart of a Rossall education throughout the whole of its 

170 year history; this broader education is interwoven into everything 

we do - it is partly the way that we interact with each other, respecting 

everyone’s opinions and differences, it is partly about the level of deep 

cultural understanding which grows from living and learning alongside 

students and teachers from right across the globe, and it is partly the 

inclusive ethos of the school, rooted in its Christian foundations and 

nurtured through all levels of discussion and thought-provoking 

questions both inside and beyond the classroom. 

We never lose sight of the fact that Rossall is simply the beginning 

of what we hope will be a happy, successful and fulfilled life.  

We want our leavers to have all the tools they need to thrive at 

university and in the workplace. We acknowledge the importance of 

top grades as a passport to the next phase of their education or career, 

but it is vital that we are setting up our students for life, to become the 

best of colleagues, partners and friends. And as members of our alumni 

community, connections are there for life.

I am very proud of the students here; the way they so readily engage 

in conversation, and their genuine interest in the people and the world 

around them which will take them far. At Rossall, our horizons know 

no bounds. I look forward to meeting you.

Come join us by the sea!

A  N O T E  F R O M  T H E  H E A D



Rossall School, Fleetwood, Lancashire, FY7 8JW 

Telephone 01253 774201   Fax 01253 772052   Email enquiries@rossall.org.uk

www.rossall.org.uk
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